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Telegram. 


THE  C10VERN0}«  (iENEIJAL. 

Iajndon,  2ii(1  Fcliiuiiry,  li<W. 


Til  GovcriKir  (lenciiil, 

Ottawa. 

I  have  coiiiniunicatc'd  yi>ur  tclograin  .'!Oth  .laniuiiy,  to  1jim\  SaliHbury.  Your 
(iovt.  sliouUl  consider  wlietlier  it  is  not  now  a(i\i«abl<^  to  ai)j)i(»uli  tlif  Govt,  of  the 
I'nitrd  States  with  a  view  to  settling  definitely  the  bmndary  line  that  oxteiids  to  tlio 
south  of  Mount  Elias. 

CHAMBERLAIN. 

7ii2  K. 

Mr.  Chumlirrhnn  to   Lnrd  Alnrdfi'ti. 


Secret  and  Confidmilinl. 

\\'\i\\  rrgaid  to  Ala.skan  Boundary,  followin 


24th  February,  lN',)S. 
in.structions  have  Ix-en  sent  to  II.  M. 
Ambassador  at  Washington  :  "  Pro)ioHe  t(j  Govt,  of  T.  S.  that  the  deteiinination  of  Hue 
ill  aeeordanee  with  treaty  of  lS2.'"i  should  lie  refernil  at  once  to  three  Coniinissioneis, 
one  npiHiinted  by  Great 'Britain,  one  by  I'.  S.  and  a  third  by  an  indeiieiident  Power. 
The  Commissioners  are  to  be  jurists  of  Isigli  staiidiiifj.  Suggest  tliat  tlie  Commission 
■should  at  once  proceed  to  determine  the  frontier  at  the  head  of  those  inlets  through 
which  enters  tlie  traltic  for  the  Yukon  Valley— and  that  it  should  continue  sub- 
»ei|uentlv  with  the  roiiiaiiider  of  the  Htri]i. 

"  If,  in  any  jiart  of  the  country  actually  in  ilispute  gold  happened  to  !«■  found. 
Commission  might  bo  authoriml    (until  it  was  able  to  lix   the  line  in  the  particular 
locality)  to  make  tciniiorary  arrangements  for  .safe  guarding  interests  and  right    of 
both  parties. 

"  It  would  be  satisfactory  if  a  .MiMhis  Vivendi  could  lie  amicably  arranged  pending 
"  the  settlement  by  C<mimis.sion." 


CHAMBKHLAIN. 


8.51  K. 


DoWNiSd  Stuekt,   l.'itli  April,   1898. 
Canada. 
Cimlidrnlinl.  ,       .   ,  ■    » 

iMv  Loiin,— T  have  the  lionour  to  transmit  to  you  for  the  eontidential  information 
of  your  Ministers,  with  refeience  to  your  telegram  of  the  .'ilst  ult.,  a  paraphrase  of  a 
telegram  noti-d  in  the  schedule  below  resiiecting  the  .Maska  Boundary  negotiations. 

I  have,  itc, 

EDWVHI)  WINGFIELD, 

For  the  S.  of  S. 

The  Ortieer  Adminir-.tering 

The  Government  of  Canada. 


Daib. 


mh  April,  IHIIH.. 


Dhsciiiition  ok  Documknt. 


Fiiri'igii  Otfiw  to  Sir  .1.  Pnuncofoti',  Toleitroi'I'ic. 


354589 


/'iir'i/:/ii'i''i  "III  T'l-'i/r'nu  /'mm  ll"'  I'.  O.  tn  Sir  ./iilinii  I'minnfulf,   Wiinliiiiiilnii. 


V.  (».,  ll.;i(t  |..iii.,  April  y,  iNUf. 

Nil.  till.  Alaika  H(iiin(liiiv  ViHir  tcli'^niin  Nn.  '.''!  of  Miirrli  1.'7.  Ciiiiii(liaii  (iov- 
rniiiii'Mt  ilc'iiiur  tu  iniMiTiliiii;  «itli  ili'iiiiii'iatiuii  iiiiilri' Ciiiivcntiini  nf  IS'JiJ.  A  ili'N|>atc'li 
I'XplaiiiiM^'  ii'a«cin>  mil  vcl  icccivnl,  lull  llic  nliii'diiiii  |ii'(il)al)ly  is  lliat  in  view  cif  wide 
(livii-;{i'Mc"  lit' \ii\VH  till'  rii';;iitiatiiiiis  I'liuM  li'ail  In  in)  ii'siilt.  'I'licv  arc  |iri'|iaiiil  to 
iiKri'*'  III  tlif  lixiii:;  nf  a  |iiiivisiiinal  lim'  at  tliv  waliirsliiKl  nl  lirst  siiiiiinit  mirtli  iit  l>ycii 
witliiiiil  laiijiiiliii'  111  till'  cluliiisiit'  I'illnr  parly,  anil  yuii  iiii;;lit  asccilaiii  wlii'llirr  I'liitccl 
Slato  lliivi'riiiiii'iit  wiiulii  ii;.'ri'r  to  lliii  laiipnsal.  Ymi  will  dlisorvc  that  tlir  provisiniial 
l>iiiiMilary  i>  rnti-iiicralily  nimr  than  Irii  li'aijiii's  from  thi'  I'lMint.      If  ynu   I'linniilcr  lliitt 

tlii'ri'  i^  niiw  a    U'ttcr  iliani f   ihi'   Snialc's   airi'ptinjj   u    supiili'niciitaiy    ("niivi'Iitinii 

prnv  iiliiii,'  fur  a  llnal  ailjii'-liiii'iil  liy  arhitratinii  nf  tlirwlinlc  i|ii<>Hliiin.  ynu  hIiouIiI  iir){r 
till'  l'ri"-iili'iil  In  af^rri'  t<i  iinniiiliali'  iinKntiatinii  nf  mkIi  a  C'niivi'iitinii  nn  the  linos  which 
liiv  ti'li';.'raiM  nf  I'Vbriiarv  lit  laiil  dnwii. 


I 

I 


x:,n  K. 

KkPAHTMKST  of   TIIK    iNTKRlnll, 

O-iTAWA,  May  It,  XX'AX. 
Citnjifh'iifinf. 
Kn  Ilis  Kxci'lli'Mcy, 

Till'  IJnvi'rnnr  (Jcni'ial  in  rnnnril. 

Till'  nnili'rsi;,'ni'ii  has  the  huiiDiir  tn  ackimwlrili,'!'  ihi'  ri'rript  nf  thi'  Iwn  ri.'feri'iici's 
frnni  I'nuiiiil.  ilalcil  ri'spci'tivi'ly  In  -JTlli  ami  ■tilth  nito.,  I'.C.  Nn.  fTil    K.  ami  HaH  K.  of 

cnpii'S   nf   iniiliili'iitial    (Icsptitrlii'!.   frniii    till'   C'nlniiial    (JMii'C,  ilati'il  l.'lth  nil iivcriii^ 

('npil'^  nf  twn  li'li'i," aiiis  ilati'il  till'  '.Mil  1  if  till  saiiio  innnth,  frniii  till'  Knrci;;!!  Ollico  to 
till'  liritisli  Aiiiliassailnr  at  AVashiiiKlnii,  with  ri'iniril  to  thr  Alaska  iJnnnilary,  and  to 
state  that  till'  saiiir  have  Ihtii  duly  iinli'd. 

lU'spi't'tfully  submit ti'd, 

CldKFOIU)  SII'TON", 

Miitiittfi'  nj  t/ip  /iitft'i'ir. 

Canada. 

C'lnjli'    ili'lK 

DowNiNd  Sthkkt,  April  1.1,  lf<!)f<. 

Mv  I.iiKii.  I  have  till'  hniinur  In  iransniit  tn  ynu  fur  the  conlidential  infnrination 
of  iyniir  iiiiiistrrs  with  ivfiMi'mi' in  ymir  ti'leu'rani  nf  thr  .'ilst  lilt,  a  ciipy  nf  thr  dnouin(>nt« 
notrd  hi'linv  ii'spi'iliiij,'  thr  arliiiii  nf  llir  I'liili'd  Stall's  nlliri'r  at  Dyca  with  ri'^anl  to 
the  I  .xori'isc  nf  Canadian  jurisdiilinii  at  suiiiiiiits  nf  passi's  and  at  Ijiko  Lindi'niaii. 

1  have,  iVi'., 

EDWAHD  WINGFIKLI), 

For  l/ir  .v.  './".v. 
Till'  (Jlliccr  Adiniiiisti'riiin 

Till'  Unvi'i'iiiiii'iit  nf  Canada. 


v 


1  >ATK. 


A I  nil  11.  ISDS  . 


lltSCBIITloN   IIF    DWI'MKNT. 


\irn|'lir!L*i.  nf  n  ti.|i.};runi  fri'iii  tin-  V.  ().  tn  Sir  <1.  I'uuiu-i'fiiti'. 


I^arii/ihrnst:  nf  n  trlti/ntm  to  Sir  Jii/tfin  l\tnnc*ifotf. 

¥.  O.  11,4.5  p.m.,  y  Aiuil,  Inyn, 

Nn.  <il,  .\laska  Hniiiidary.  A  li'tti'r  frntii  thrCnlniiial  Olliri' datrd  "tli  April,  I'oin- 
plainini;  nf  aclinii  nf  L'nili'il  Stati's  nlliii'r  at  Dyi'a  in  ri'ipii'stin;;  Canadian  pnlice  to 
I'casi' rxi'ri'isiii){  jurisdirtinn  at  siiiiiiiiils  nf  juism'.^  and  al  Ijikr  lamlriiian  has  Ih'i'II  sent 
to  you  by  Inik. 

On  its  reeeipl  ynn  ale  tn  make  a  friendly  representation  to  I'liiled  ."Stales  (jiivcrii- 
iiient.  pnintiii;;  nut  iheextrenii'  inrninenieiiie  nf  allow  iiij;  oHieers  iiei'i'ssarily  iiii.ieipiaintcMl 
with  the  pii'M'iit  posilion  of  thei'oiilroversy  to  take  liH'al  aelioii  of  this  kind.  It  ishardlv 
pns^ilile  that  any  arbitiatinii  ran  ti.\  a  line  sn  iinfavniirable  tn  Canada  as  the  one  thus 
elaiiiied  for  the  llrst  lime:  and  it  is  iiiosi  desirable  that  bnlli  /.'nvernments  slinuld  work 
liai'iiiniiinusly  tn  relii'M'  ilistress  and  preserve  nrder. 


H!lii   K. 


i 


\ 


Sir  ./.  /'iiinirr/'itlr  fn  /,nr</  Ali'nrd'rn. 

I  all  Miiy,  !(<'.).■<. 

The  X'l.  S.  Govt,  me  williiiiK  lu  ajjni'  in  tlic  ti'iii|Hiriirv  (litiiarciitioii  i>f  tin-  ImiiiKliiiy 
roiiiiil  till'  lirmi  <if  Lynn  Canal.  The  ^.Tiimil  plan  to  U-  fiillnwi'il  i<  that  suyumtnl  l)y 
till'  Diiininiiin  (invt.,  viz.,  that  llii'  siiniiiiit  nf  tlii'  wati  rslioi  Ktirroiinilinu  tlic  lii'ail  nf  the 
Lviin  I'aiial  MJiall  Ih'  fiillnwril  liy  tlii'  Inmnilaiy  liiif. 

Till'  I'.  S.  (Ju\t.  pi'iijMisp  that  im  this  wati'iNhcil  in  at  li'ast  thni*  plan's  suitalilr 
niiiliuiiu'tits  shimlil  1h>  ri'ii'ti'il  tn  mark  iti'tiiiitr  |N)intN  hv  tun  assistants  apjMiintisl  hy 
t'arli  (iiivt.      Tliri'i'  III  sail!  plan's  to  Iw  thi'  siinmiit  nt*  i-iii'li  nl*  thi*  thni*  juissi-s. 

I'.  iS.  (invt.  di'siii'  it  tip  111'  ilistinrtly  iiiiiliisti«.i  that  liu'lits  uiuIit  existing  trratirs 
fill' till' iiltiinati' ailjustnicnt  nf  thr  lioiinilaiy  linr  iu  i|ui'stiiin  shall  nut  lie  allrrti'il  liy 
this  arranui'iiK'iit. 

I  linvi'  infiii'inril  liiiiil  Salisliuiy.  What  sti'ps  aii'  pr»|N>s<'<l  t<i  !»•  takt'ii  tn  cairv 
nut  till'  ilcliiiiitatinii  (      I  am  fni'waiilinj<  rnpv  imtr  liv  mail. 

J.  ciiamukiu.aix. 


H7I   K. 


I 


DkP.\i1TUK\T  liF  TIIK  Intekioii, 

Ottawa,  17th  May,  1898. 
To  His  E.xn'lli'iiry 

Till'  (Jiivi'iiiiir  Gi'ncral  in  Cnuncil. 

The  unih'isijjneil  has  tlii'  hiainiii'  tn  ai'knnwlii|)<('  tlii'  rn-i-ipt  nf  thi-  Hi'fiii'iin'  tVnin 

Cniini'il  nf  till'  I  ttli  instnnt,  Nn.  871  K.  nf  a  rnpy  nf  a  cniiiniuniiatinn  fr tin-  Cnlntiial 

OHico,  (lutcil  "iGth  iilt.,  covi'iiiij,'  rnpy  nf  nnc  fmin  tin-   Fni-i-i;,'!!  (Iilicc  of  the  •.';!nl  nf  the 
saino  month,  with  regard  to  tlie  Alaska  Unundary  iii'untiatums. 

KesiHH'tfiilly  sulimittnl, 

('LIKKOKIi  SIPTON, 

Miiiitl'r  nf  llf  Interior. 

No.  ll.V 
Canada. 

DowM.Mi  Stkkkt.  April  ■.'•!,  1898, 

My  Loud, — I  have  the  hnnniir  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  your 
Ministers,  a  copy  nf  the  letter  sjieeilied  l^elnw  res|i«itiny  tlii'  piiwfiostsi  answer  to  a 
HUestioii  in  the  House  of  Coninions  relative  tn  the  Alaska  linunilarj-  neyntiations. 

I  have,  in:., 

EDWARD  WINGFIKLD, 

Ft>r  Oil:  S.   nf  S. 
The  Officer  Adininiatering, 

The  Government  of  Canada. 


Date, 


April  23. 


Description  of  liocuinent. 


F.  O.  to  C.  O. 


Immediate. 


I( 


FoKBifis  OiFirK,  April  L'.'t,  1898. 


Sin,_With  reference  to  the  iiuestion,  of  whieh  notice  has  been  jriven  in  the  House 
of  Common.s,  respecting  the  Alaska  Unundary,  I  am  direetnl  hy  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  inform  you  that  in  reply  to  an  enipiiry  inaile  hy  telegrapli  H.  .M.  Ainlmtisador  at 
Wa.shington  has  reported,  aft»M'  consulting  the  State  Deiiartment,  that  there  is  no 
objection  to  the  projmsed  answer  to  the  effect  that  the  questinn  nf  arbitration  is  under 
the  consideration  of  the  governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Uritiiin,  nor  to  an 
addition  that  there  is  a  goixl  rea.son  to  k'Heve  that  an  agreement  will  shortly  Im 
concluded  for  a  mmlnn  viremli  at  the  passes  on  the  niutes  t.i  the  mining  districts 
pending  a  Hnal  adjustment  of  the  iMiundary  line. 

I  have,  iVc, 

F.   11.   VILLIEUS. 
The  Under  Seen'tary  of  State, 
Colonial  Office. 
F— 2 


.Kill    K. 


To  Ilis  ExiplK'ntT 

Tlic  (iiPM'iiKir  (ii'iirial  ill  I'liiini'il. 


hll'MUMI.N  I    liK   TIIK    ISTKIllo, 

•  HlAMA,    .Vll),'llllt    I  1,    iK'J". 


Tlir  uiul('isi);nc'cl  1ms  the  liiuioiir  to  ivrkiio«lcilf;c  tlic  ivccipt  ot'  tlir  ii'trri'in'c  troiii 
I'oiincil,  (liitcil  tlic  ."itli  iiistiiiit.  I'.C  No.  .'Hill  K.  of  a  coiiiiiiuiiication  iimlrr  iliiti'  of  .Inly 
U'2  lust,  lidiliosscd  to  Your  Kxicllriiry  liy  flii'  lti;;lit  lioMoiiiiililt'  tlir  ScciPtaiy  of  .Stall' 
for  tlir  C'oloiiic's,  to  tlir  cH'cct  that  in  tlii' cvriil  of  any  iiini'iiiliiii'nt  liriiif.'  iiiailr  ill  tlio 
Alaska  Hoiiiiilary  coiivcntion,  Your  Kxirllriiry  s  .Ministcfs  will  Im'  >'(aisulti'il  Ix'fori)  it  in 
agi'eiil  to  liy  Her  Majesty's  Governiiieiit. 

Uospcctfully  s'lbiiiitli'd, 

CIJKKOKI)  SI  rn  IN, 

MiiiiKli  !•  lit'  III'-  Jill-  liiir. 


Mr.  Cfifiiiitifrftiiii  /<»  Ac/v/  Af'it-(/trn. 


No.  Jad. 


Canada. 


JlolVNINo  .SrnKKI.  .lulv  -•-',   IS1I7. 


Mv  LoHli.  I  have  till'  lionoiir  to  aikiio«  lcil;,'(.  tlic  receipt  of  your  iles|ialcli  No. 
1^7  of  .liine  -.'!,  toiietlicr  witli  an  approved  iiiiinit<-  of  the  jloiiiiMioii  I'rivy  Council 
respectiiifi  the  ainciidnient  of  the  Alaska  Mouiidary  Convention  which  is  said  to  l« 
contemplated  liy  the  I'liited  States  .Senate  with  rej;anl  to  that  part  of  it  which  ileline.H 
a  portior!  of  the  line  liy  reference  to  the  peak  of   .Mount  St.  Klias. 

In  reply,  1   have  to  assure  your  -Ministers  that  if  any  iniHlilicatiini  of  the  treaty  is 

made  hy  the  I'liited  .States  .Senate,  your  .MinisU'is  will   Ix iisulted  Ix'fore  it  i«  ^urei-d 

tu  by  ller  .Majesty's  Governmont. 

I  have,  .Vc.. 

CII.XMHKHLAIN. 


(Cipy). 
Canada. 
Verv  Con  fid 


IfiiiV  K. 

.)//•.  Chniili'nlilili  III  l.iiid  Miiild. 


■iitial. 


llowNiM^  SriiKKi,    Noveinlicr    1.    IMIl). 


iic(|uaiiit    you. 
Ml    lia\e    had 


pii    th( 


for   the   iiifnriiiation   of  vonr 
Miller   their  consideration  the 

subject  with  Sir  Louis  Diivies, 
iiiteriPictatioii 


Mv  l.oiiii, —  I  have  the  honour  to 
Minislers,  that  Her  Majesty's  (ioveiiii. 
present  iKisiti.iii  of  ihe  Alaska  lioiindaiy  ipic^-tioii 

They  lia\c  had  I  he  adMiiita(,'e  of  ciaiferiiii^ 
who  has  fiirnisheil  a  full  sljilciiieiit  of  the  case  of    voiir  Minisl.-is  |',,r  tin 
of  the  iKMiiidary  .\rticles  of  the  'rrcaly  which  is  iiiaiiitaincd  bv  Canada. 

i  need  scarcely  say  that  Her  .Maji'sty's  Covcrnnicnt  share  the  views  of  vour 
Ministers  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Treaty  of  ISu'.'i,  and  have,  as  you  are  alivadv 
aware,  been  1111.011;,'  the  riiited  States  (iovcriiiiieiit  to  au'ree  to  the  reference  of  the 
dispute  to  11  'I'ribuiial  of  .\rbil ration  on  the  lines  adopted  in  the  case  of  the  iHiuiidary 
dispute  between  Ibis  louiitry  and  Vene/ucla.  but  hithcito  without  siicci.ss. 

The  iiuiin  dilliculty  arises  from  the  position  of  the  two  t.iwns  of  Dycn  and  Ska;;way 
ill  the  head  of  the  I,yiin  Channel.  The  I'nited  States  ( lovciiiincnt  maintain  that  these 
towie:  were  established  by  them  lai  what  they  li.'id  e\ery  reason  to  iM'lieve  wa  .  undoubt- 
edly .Viiicriciiii  suil.  ihiit  they  were  so  eslablisiied  laiirelv  ill  the  iiiteri.sts  and  for-  tin'  con- 
venience . if  Canadian  trade,  that  110  protest  la'  obj|.|.'t ion  was  made  bv  Her  .Majestv's 
Govcrniiicnt  on  bch.ilf  of  Canada  uirainst  their  action  in  the  matter,  and  that  until  the 
nu'etiii;;  of  the  .loint  lli-li  Ccaiunissiun  they  had  no  reason  lo  believe  that  aiivclaim  on 
the  part  of  the  1 1 inioii  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Channel  was  scriiaislv  eiitertaiiieil. 

1  do  not  propose  now  to  examine  how  far  these  statemi'iits  are  warranted,  but 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  I'liired  States  (i.ivernmcnt  are  convinced  of  their  vali- 
dity, and  coiisi'ipienlly  refuse  to  entertain  any  p:opiisals  for  an  arbittatiiai  whii-h  would 

place  the  position  of  these  towns  in  ipiestioii,  and   thoii;.'li  the  di.scussion  is  still  proc I- 

int;,  it  is  improbable  that  they  will  modify  their  attiliidi'  on  this  point. 

far  justilied    in    diU'erentiatiii;.'   the  present    dispiiti'  from   that    with 

the   ciaitroversy  in   the   latter  case  extending;  o\cr  a  hue.' peij.Kl, 

been   repeateilly  and   distinctly  formulated  and  supported 


They   are   s( 
Venezuela,  in  that 
tilt*  claims  of  Venezuela   h; 


li 
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liy  ciiritiiiiLiil  |iii>li'ntN  iiijairiKt  iIm'  jiIIi'ui'cI  iititjiTHsiniis  nt' (Iri'iil  liiilaiii.  In  llic  nixi' cit' 
till'  Aia^<kiiii  ItiMiiilaiy,  iMi  tlic  ulln'i  liaiiil,  llicic  vian  im  (li>('iis«liiii  until  ('<iiij|iaiati\i'ly 
nt'cnt  yrai's,  and  tlnai^li  iHitli  Hit  Majt*<<ty'^  < ioM-i-nnii'iit  an<l  tlii-  I'latiiiiion  tin\crn 
iiH'iit  »i'M'  a«aii'  that  llir  I'liitol  Static  U'lirviil  iiiiil  iliiiriiril  that  ilif  Tiraty  iiitcnil  .1 
thr  iHiniiclary  til  ;;u  aioiiiid  thi'  hi'ail  <>t  ihr  l.yiiii  (  liaiiiirl.  ami  tin- I 'unailiai.  (  Iumiii 
nii'iit  hiiil  III  IHSH  Hiijij.'c'Ntt'il  that  a  |iiiitrst  slmiilil  L'  inaili'  ayaiii'-t  thi'  I'liitnl  Station 
I'laim,  thr  laiiKiiiiK'i'  "<  "hich  thr  pniti'st  Han  iMJiiMycd  tn  that  <iini'iiinniit  hy  llcr 
Majt'tly  s  MiiiisttM'  was  imt  Hiitllciilitly  lurciw,  anil  tin-  riaini  was  ih'M'I'  t'lii'iiNilly  and 
diifctly  ihallrntjcd  in  i'XIMvsh  trrins.  .\l(iriH)Mr,  ihr  actiiai  ni  ynur  MinistiTH  in  I'stali 
lishiii^'  thi'li  ('iiHtiaiix  slatinn  iin  thr  I'astiTn  niile  <•(  thr  ninuntain'-  iHndriiiiu  llii'  ihanncl 
wilhiiiil  any  hanial  nutiri'  tii  thr  I'nitid  Statrs  that  ihr  lii'ad»al('i>  nf  tin  Channel 
wt'i'r  <*Iaiinrd  hy  the  l>oniiniun,  wmild  naturally  iMM-iai^ti'Ufd  as  an  ai'<|uit'M-rni*r  in  tho 
riiit<'d  Stati's  claim.  'I'licii'  was,  ayaiii,  in  the  ca.M'  iit'  thr  \'iiic/iii'la  Imiinilary  no 
c)in'stii)n  inxiKi'd  nt'  a  |KisHihli'  tiaiiNt'ii'  uS  ilI^i^■lli('ti<>n  hmt  <ir;;aiii/rd  lnwii'- ui- scttliv 
inents  nt'  tla*  si/.r  jind  pu|)ulatinn  'tt'  l>vra  and  Ska:;uav,  and  thn't'  d<H-s  ncit  apprar  tu  U* 
any  pffviouM  caHr  (it"  a  Ixanidarv  diHpntt'  in  whiuli  the  po'-scsMiiai  nf  towns  or  srttli'ini-nlA 
lit'  Nurli  iin|>iii'tanrt'  wuh  in  i|iirNtiiin.  This  tact  .mil  the  ahscnrr  iit'  any  cNjilicit  statt^ 
inciit  lit  claim  hy  lli'f  MajcHty  s  <  lnvcrimicnt,  at  the  time  when  tlmse  tuwiis  weie  luinjj 
fiiliiM'd,  til  the  teiritoiy  ti|iiin  which  they  ale  .litiiated,  lendei  it  im|ii'iilialile,  that  any 
Ti'ihunal  with  the  iliHcretiiui  alluwcil  hy  Sect  inn  ' '.  nf  the  iiile-i  a|i|ilieil  in  the  Venezuela 
,liN|iute  wiiiild,  even  if  satislied  that  the  teiritmy  in  i|iie>.tiiiii  l»'liin;it'il  iif  ii^;ht  tn  Her 
Jliijesty,  decli-e  that  it  sliiiiild  Ihi  mii  lendeied  hy  the  liiiled  States,  and.  it  they  weieto 
(111  so  it  Ih  unlikely,  limkinu  li>  the  naliiie  and  extent  nf  the  inteiesls  in\iil\eii,  that 
these  immediateh'  cnncerned  wnuld  stihinit   |ieacealilv  to  such  an  aii'aii^enicnt. 

I/Hikin^',  till  lefore,  at  the  situation  in   all    its   aspects.    Her   Majesty's  I  InMTument 

all nvinced  that  even  if  the  Imiinilaiy  i|Uestion  were  siihiiillteil  to  aihitiation  on  terms 

exactly  similar  to  those  of  the  N'eiii  ziiela  case  that,  Initeil  Slates  possession  of  DyeH 
andSkaKway  would  not  1h' distiirlxd. 

In  these  ciivumstanees  the  only  i|iiestion  really  remainiin,'  to  he  derided,  su  far  as 
the  Lynn  Canal  region  is  concerned,  ii  that  of  the  Milley  of  the  Chilkat.  aloii;:  which, 
hy  the  Halton  Trail  and  Pyramid  Hi  ■'•lair,  access  laii  Ih'  ({ained  to  the  interior,  and 
the  coinpelisation,  if  any,  to  Ik' ^'iM'ii  in  the   event   of   the    Mritish    interpretation   U'ltijl 

a pteil,  for  the  occupation  of  the  'I'aiya  inlet  hy  the  ("iiited  States  ;  and  Her  Majesty'* 

(•overnmciit,  as  matters  stand,  entertain  eonsidcnihle  douht  as  to  the  ex|Kilii'iicy  of 
continnin;;  to  press  for  aihitiation  on  terms  which  wnuld  appear  to  raise  douht  as  to  tlie 
position  of  Hvea  and  Skaf^wav,  seeint;  that  the  facts  aUiVe  mentioned  appeal'  to  them 
already  to  have  practiriilly  disposrd  of  this  ipirstioii. 

It  is  impossihle  to  iiMiid  the  rnnvirtion  that  to  do  so  wnuld  hinr  thr  rrsiilt  nf 
indrl'initely  pnstpniiiii^' a  settlemoiit,  H'ld  most  pmhahly  of  throw  in;;  away  whatever 
chance  there  inav  Iw  of  securiii;;  Pvramid  Harlmur  and  the  (.'hilkat   N'allcy   ii>y  Canada. 

The  prnvisinnal  line  a;;reeil  to  places  the  whnle  ni  the  shmes  of  the   Lynn  Camd  in 

the  pnssi'ssion  of  the  Cnited  States.      Parts  of  tl uiitry  alon;;   the  !)altnii  Tr.iil  liiivii 

already  proved  rich  in  placer  i;olil,  and  with    |iros| tors    steadily    at    wnrk   throiii;hout, 

further  iliscii\erii's  niav  1m'  announced  at  anv  time,  the  result  of  which  would  he  tho 
fonnationof  a  Cnited  States  settlement  at  I'yramiil  HarlHiur  as  laii;e  as  at  Ska;,'way, 
which  it  wnulil  Ik-  ei|ually  iinpracticahle  tn  disturh.  The  whnle  of  the  rest  of  thelisicri' 
is  also  undelineil,  and  so  lon;^  as  it  i-rmalns  sn  and  the    I'nitrd  .Statrs  claim  nil  thr  nne 

hand  thr  full  hrrailth  nf  tin  marine  leagues  tin u'limit  its  Icnu'th.  while   Her  Majesty's 

(iiivernment  maintain  that  the  linumlary  slmuld  he  drawn  aloii;.'  the  mn'intalii  siiimnit.'* 
{.'enerally  at  less  than  half  that  dilli'ience  frnm  the  enast,  there  will  he  within  thin 
disputed  area  ample  nppnilunity  fnr  encrnachment.  and  for  a  possihU'  ciuillict  of  juris- 
diction. 

The  claim  the  Cnited  States.  iuoreo\er,  to  the  islands  commaiidin;;  the  entrance  to 
(•lisrr\atory  Inlet,  a  rlaim  whirh  Imwever  unfminded  it  may  he,  is  imt  likely  tn  he  with- 
drawn except  nil  the  result  nf  artiitnition,  serinusly  allecls  the  military  security  of  the 
only  practical  route  alternative  to  the  Lynn  Canal  hy  which  Canada  ran  sreure  an  all 
Uritisl mmunication  with  the  Yukon  Territories. 

If  therefore  no  seltlemriit  is  reached  nol  niily  will  Canada  lose  any  chance  of 
sceurinfia  lodi;mriit  on  tin-  l.ynn  ( 'anal  alh in lin^;  access  to  thr  hinlrrlaiid,  hut  thr  \alur  of 
thr  rniitr  hy  OhserNatniy  Inlet  w  ill  1k'  impaired,  and  the  I  tominion  w  ill  leniiiin  exposed  to 
the  loss  nf  what  may  lie  valualile  territnrv  all  aloni;  the  lisicre,  and  tn  the  risks  nf  con- 
Diet  nf  jurisilictinii  attendiin;  an  unsettled  iH.undary  ;  risks  which  are  murli  more 
priihahle  now  that  the  whole  area  is  lii'in;;  actively  explored  for  j^olil. 

There  is  the  further  considrratinn,  that   until  an   arran;.'i'mi'nt    has  iH'cn  reached   in 

re;{aril  tn  the  hnundary,  no  settle nt  can  he  made  nf  the  numemus  nlher   i|ucstiniis  at 

issue  ln'twccn  the  Cnited  .States  and  Canada.  In  ordinary  circumstances  these 
(|Uestions  do  not,  it  istrurjfi\e  rise  to  any  .serious  dilliculty.  hut  in  times  nf  pnpul.ir 
excitement  nr  in  the  event  of  any  untnward  circunisiance  leading;  to  a  temporary 
strain  of  tlir  friendly  relations  now  happily  suhsisliiiL'  hetween  this  munlry  and  the 
Unitwl  iSttttes,  an   incident    might    arise   in    eniineclinn    with   any   nf  these  nulstandiiig 
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iiiiitlf'rH,  wtiic'li  «i)iil(l  li'iiil  ifwlf  til  (•xnKBcmliiiii  nin!  upon  nji  llii>  |iii-<>.iliility  nt  MPnoin 
iniHiiiiilii'^taiiiliti;;. 

Tlii's iMsiili'i'iiliiiiis  liiivi'  fiirri'il  lli'i'  MiijcHty  M  liiiviTiiiiiriil  In  tin'  iiiniliHiiiM  that 

it  uiiiilil  III'  ili'Hii'iilili'  ill  thr  U'st  iiiti'irsis  (if  C'liniiila  nnil  l!io  Kinpiii'  In  iiiri'l  tin'  iiliji'C- 
tiiiiiM  iif  till'  IJiiilril  Stali'N  III  ai'liiti'iitiiin  on  tlir  liniiniliii'v  ili»piilr  liy  nUi'i'inK 'n  »l,'i'i'" 
III  an  aililitiiin  tn  tin'  nili'H  ailnptnl  in  tlir  Vi'iii'/iii'lan  Tii'aty,  mi  tin'  liin'^  nt  tin' 
enoliwril  ilrafi  «liii'li  wivn  Huliniitti'il  In  .'^ir  I..  l>a\i)'H,  but  wan  nut  ii'!,'aii|rii  liy  liiin  ai 
HiM'cplalilc  III  I'aniiila. 

In  siii'li  a  Miat'rr  llor  .MajcHtyH  llnvi'iiinii'nt  of  ronr'n"  icrip^.Mii/'i'  tliat  tin'  ijirisiuii 
niiisl  I'i'.it  Willi  ymir  MinistciH,  wlin  aii'  i('»p(in«il)l<"  tn  llii'  iwnplr  nt  Canaila  fur  llir  pin 
tcctiiiii  iif  tlir  iiilcnwtM  nt'  tlir  Dmniniiiii,  ami  wliili-  tlii'V  liavr  llimi^lit  it  ni'i'riHary  to 
plmr  lliiiir  vicvv.s  on  I'pi'iiril,  tlii-y  liavr  nn  ili'siii'  In  t'nri'c  4lii'iii  iipnn  ynui'  llnM'iiiim'nt, 
anil  w  ill  I'ontinue  to  uw  every  elloit  to  leaeli  a  Meltleinent  aeeeplalile  tn  the  (iiivoinnient 
and  people  of  the  l)iiniiiiiiin. 

I  have,  iVe., 


(joveinor  (ieneral 

The  Hi^lit  lloiioiiralile 

The  K.irl  of  Minto,  U.C.M.O. 


(S^d.)     .1.  ('IIA.MltintLAIN. 


Copy. 


(KncloHure  in  'Very  Confiiiontial '  despatch  of  Noveniliei'  1,  U'OO.) 


Where  siieh  oceiipatinn  hy  the  milijectH  or  ritizens  of  either  party  in  the  territory 
of  the  othei',  has  lioen  ho  exteiiNive  as  tn  fnrni  a  distiiiet  set  lenient  nr  tii«'n  ami  pinvi- 
sion  has  Im-i'Ii  iiiade  prior  txi  Mareh,  IMIIS  l)y  or  under  tin  laws  ami  aiilhority  of  the 
Onvernment  wlmse  sulijeetH  nr  citizens  they  are,  for  nuinii'ipai  or  other  local  (iovernnient 
and  for  the  adniiniHtratinn  of  justice,  police  and  revenue  within  such  scttlenieni  nr  town, 
the  Hrliitrat<irs  shall  deline  and  mark  nut  reasonalile  limits  fnr  such  town  nr  settlement, 
and  shall  leave  it  within  the  jurisdictinn  of  the  party  which  has  prnvided  for  its  admin- 
istration  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  in  the  delimitation  of  the  remainder  of  the  lioundary 
award  to  the  other  party  eijuitable  compensation  for  tlie  loss  of  the  territory  covered  by 
such  town  or  aettleincnt. 
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